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With this quarterly newsletter, La Strada International wishes to inform and update you on developments in the
field of trafficking in human beings and the activities of La Strada International and our member organisations. We
welcome your feedback and input. Please e-mail us by 1 June 2020 if you have news, information about your
organisation, a new report or documentary or an outspoken opinion on (inter)national developments.

La Strada News !

All 25 La Strada International member organisations follo . @
san! il Coronavirus "'

the national safety restrictions related to the Coronavirus

(Covid-19), while trying to ensure that services can continue S

and that trafficked persons receive adequate assistance and information. Shelters run by our members
remain mostly open but have become less accessible and assistance is reduced to a minimum. Some of
our members reported a clear lack of protection gear, disinfectant and other products for protection
needs. Much effort is taken to keep up protection standards to avoid virus infections, while consultations
are now offered online. Helplines receive many questions from migrant workers who have lost their jobs
and housing due to the restrictions and many have difficulties to access solidarity services (for food, daily
shelter, etc.). Our members see that the current situation is especially problematic for migrant workers
and advocate especially now for the improvement of the position of vulnerable workers. See the common
LS| statement on the situation. See also the statement by our member organisation Anti-Slavery in the UK
and information provided to vulnerable workers by our members Comensha and FairWork in the
Netherlands, together with Dutch trade union FNV, as well as by MRCI in Ireland.

F | Z FIZ, our member organisation in Switzerland established - with the support of
® a“rvfnﬁzf:ni"xosm"gﬁ";;‘ the Swiss Federal Office of Public Health (FOPH) and together with Xenia, the
vietims of traffiekina Barne counselling centre for Sex Workers and the Swiss network Prokore - a
coordination unit to combat the negative effects of the Corona crisis on sex workers in Switzerland. The
organisations commonly aim to gather information about the situation and make this available to
counselling services and to provide information for sex workers in various languages, next to finding

immediate solutions and financial support for sex workers in regions, where no counselling services exist.


https://www.antislavery.org/statement-covid-19/
https://www.fiz-info.ch/en/Welcome
https://www.mrci.ie/2020/03/26/covid-19-emergency-payment/
https://www.comensha.nl/actualiteiten/item/corona--information-for-labour-migrants-in-english--espanol--polski--bulgarski--papiamento--arab--turkish--etc-/
file:///C:%5CUsers%5CSuzanne%5CDesktop%5C.%20http:%5Clastradainternational.org%5Clsidocs%5C3351-LSI%20statement%20-%20Impact%20of%20COVID-19%20on%20the%20protection%20of%20rights%20of%20trafficked%20and%20exploited%20persons.pdf
mailto:info@lastradainternational.org?subject=For%20the%20newsletter

On 2 December 2019 La Strada International (LSI), the Platform for International
Cooperation on Undocumented Migrants (PICUM) and Victim Support Europe
(VSE) organised an event for MEPs on compensation and complaints mechanisms
up actions; a report on this event as well as blog written by PICUM are now
available. The 3 organisations have taken follow up actions, including letters to
MEPs, to ensure adequate remedies are available for undocumented migrants. The advocacy focused on
ensuring that new thematic EU funding (AMIF and EFS) will be made available for complaint mechanisms

of undocumented workers.

The project Justice at Last - European action for compensation for victims of crime aimed to enhance
access to compensation for trafficked persons and victims of related crimes. The project was
implemented by 12 organisations in 10 European countries and partly funded by the European Union’s
Justice Program (2014-2020), In December 2019, the project finished but La Strada International will
continue its call for more access to compensation. Clearly, much more effort is still needed to address

remaining bottlenecks, in particular also to ensure better cross border cooperation in compensation
claims and execution of compensation awarded. The European action however already led to several
positive results:

. advocacy meetings, 8 press conferences and public debates and roundtables were held
partly in the framework of the common international awareness campaign;

. persons were trained, including lawyers, prosecutors, judges and NGO representative while
persons participated in exchange meetings;

= at least persons were directly reached during the campaign activities, including
media representatives.

An evaluation report of the project is available upon request. The results of the online stakeholders

survey on access to compensation - still available online - will soon be available.

This month, on 12-13 March 2020, our NGO member ASTRA organized a regional conference “Importance
of a National Rapporteur and Equivalent Mechanism on Trafficking in Human Beings’ in Belgrade, Serbia.
The meeting was organised in the framework of the regional project Balkans Act Now! 3. The overall
conclusion of the conference is that ‘Serbia should establish a National Rapporteur responsible for

monitoring and reporting on the national trafficking situation and actions taken, which should be as
independent as possible’. In the coming period, ASTRA will actively advocate for the establishment of such
a National Rapporteur in Serbia.

On 15 September this year, La Strada will celebrate its 25th anniversary. La
Strada was launched in 1995 as a result of a trilateral anti-trafficking project,

) YEARS. called La Strada. By 2001, it had grown into a network of nine members,



https://www.astra.rs/en/we-need-national-rapporteur-on-trafficking-in-human-beings/
https://www.astra.rs/en/we-need-national-rapporteur-on-trafficking-in-human-beings/
https://www.justiceatlast.eu/justice-at-last/
https://picum.org/what-a-way-to-make-a-living-the-urgent-need-to-create-complaints-mechanisms-that-work-for-all-workers/
https://picum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/02/Report-of-VSE-PICUM-LSI-event-on-compensation-for-migrant-workers-2-Dec-2019.pdf
http://www.justiceatlast.eu/
https://www.justiceatlast.eu/surveys
https://www.justiceatlast.eu/surveys
mailto:sh@lastradainternational.org

while since October last year the LSI Platform comprises 25 members in 21 European countries. La Strada
International hopes to celebrate this anniversary with a public event and NGO Platform in the
Netherlands in October 2020. More information will follow.

This year several LSI members will also celebrate their anniversaries, including La Strada Poland (25 years)
and Open GATE in North Macedonia (20 years). Last year, our member organisation Comité Contre
I'Esclavage Moderne (CCEM) celebrated its 25" anniversary - see their recent published anniversary

report.

To raise awareness about the huge impact of the Coronavirus (COVID-19) on various vulnerable groups, La
Strada International issued a statement to call attention to the challenging situation of trafficked persons
and those vulnerable to trafficking, exploitation and abuse, as well as call for targeted measures to ensure
their protection and support and prevent their discrimination and unequal treatment. The current
Coronavirus (COVID-19) crisis is affecting all our countries and societies with most European States taking
restrictive measures to prevent and limit the wide-spread of COVID-19 and mitigate the health risks for
the population. It is especially now, in times of crisis, that inequality and discrimination heighten not only
the risks of abuse and severe exploitation for those who are most vulnerable but place them at further
risk of being exposed to the infection thus potentially becoming even a scapegoat for public health risks.
See also section ‘what is on your mind’ further below for actions and statements by others.

On March 5t 2020, the EC published its Gender Equality Strategy for

the period 2020 - 2025, which presents policy objectives and actions
l towards a gender-equal Europe. Key objectives included ending

0 in politics. As one of the first deliverables of the Strategy, the
Commission will propose binding pay transparency measures by the end of 2020. In addition, the
Commission calls on the Council to conclude the EU’s accession to the Istanbul Convention and ensure a
swift EU ratification and calls on the Member States to ratify and implement the Istanbul Convention.
Another aim is to ratify and implement the ILO Convention to combat violence and harassment in the
world of work, next to the implementation of other relevant EU legislation, like the EU Victims' Rights
Directive. The issue of Trafficking in Human Beings is only shortly addressed in the Strategy, highlighting
mainly that the vast majority of victims of trafficking in human beings are women, both in and outside the

gender-based violence; challenging gender stereotypes; closing
gender gaps in the labour market; addressing the gender pay and
pension gaps and achieving gender balance in decision-making and

EU and are mostly trafficked for the purposes of sexual exploitation.

Unfortunately no mention is made of the vulnerability and severe forms of labour exploitation of women
- and men - in other regular and irregular labour sectors, neither is the issue of vulnerability of
(undocumented) female migrant workers clearly addressed. See also PICUM’s reaction to the Gender
Equality Strategy.



https://picum.org/eu-gender-equality-strategy-risks-leaving-out-millions-of-women/?fbclid=IwAR3k2gGu4TL2dVuSGuj8KXYVXd5xl5QiLxoST8_PY9L32GCvbqIpB1ShIWU
https://picum.org/eu-gender-equality-strategy-risks-leaving-out-millions-of-women/?fbclid=IwAR3k2gGu4TL2dVuSGuj8KXYVXd5xl5QiLxoST8_PY9L32GCvbqIpB1ShIWU
https://ec.europa.eu/info/policies/justice-and-fundamental-rights/gender-equality/gender-equality-strategy_en
http://www.esclavagemoderne.org/2019/03/18/traite-des-etres-humains-esclavage-moderne-et-travail-force-en-france-25-ans-de-combat/
http://www.esclavagemoderne.org/2019/03/18/traite-des-etres-humains-esclavage-moderne-et-travail-force-en-france-25-ans-de-combat/
http://lastradainternational.org/lsidocs/3351-LSI%20statement%20-%20Impact%20of%20COVID-19%20on%20the%20protection%20of%20rights%20of%20trafficked%20and%20exploited%20persons.pdf

The European Commission has launched a Roadmap on the upcoming EU Strategy on Victims’ rights. The

new Strategy should strengthen cooperation and coordination between the relevant bodies/authorities;
improve protection and support for victims (especially children, vicims of gender-based
violence/terrorism/hate crime, etc.) and make it easier for Victims of Crime to claim compensation.
Feedback on the Victim Rights Strategy can be provided until April 2, 2020.

The mandate of the EU Anti-Trafficking Coordinator (ATC) finished on 29 February 2020. La Strada
International had sent letters to DG Migration and Home Affairs asking for more information from the

European Commission about the follow up to this mandate calling for a transparent procedure. While
there is no news yet about a possible appointment procedure, the European Commission informed on
March 10, that Mr Olivier Onidi, Deputy Director-General of DG Migration and Home Affairs will be the
acting EU ATC. Mr. Onidi has been working on issues covering migration, fighting terrorism and border
control. This year, the office of the EU ATC should work on the development of a new EU Strategy for THB,
which was announced to be developed in the 4th quarter of 2020. Furthermore, the ATC office plans to
publish a Third Progress Report. By the end of April, civil society organisations will receive a request for
contributions to this report.

On 13 March 2020, Mr. Tomoya (Tom) Obokata (Japan) was
appointed for the Mandate of UN Special Rapporteur on
contemporary forms of slavery, including its causes and
consequences. Mr. Obokata is a Professor of International Law &
Human Rights at Keele University Staffordshire in the United

Kingdom. In a letter, announcing his appointment, he mentioned e

that he will continue the work of the outgoing Special Rapporteur, and that successful implementation of
the mandate depends on closer cooperation with relevant governmental, civil society/academic, inter-
governmental and other stakeholders. La Strada International congratulates Mr. Obokata and hopes to
cooperate closely with the new Rapporteur.

A survey published in March by the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) highlights the plight of
workforce collectives to mobilise by reaching out to employees digitally and attempt to campaign for
better working conditions and fair remuneration. While the GDPR laws were put in place to protect
people from the power of corporations, ETUC states that instead corporations are misusing them now to
protect themselves from people power. The trends highlighted in ETUC'’s report bring to light the recent
challenges for trade unions to mobilise their networks as a result of workplaces refusing access to
employee data under the pretext that it is forbidden by the GDPR. See full article published by BHRRC in
the UK.


https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/the-general-data-protection-regulation-what-the-new-eu-privacy-law-means-for-businesses#_blank
http://lastradainternational.org/lsidocs/3339-Letter%20to%20DG%20Migration%20and%20Home%20-%20Request%20for%20more%20information%20on%20the%20ATC%20mandate.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/sites/info/files/aid_development_cooperation_fundamental_rights/gender-equality-strategy-2020-2025_en.pdf
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12239-EU-Strategy-on-victims-rights-2020-2024/addFeedback?p_id=7590025
https://www.business-humanrights.org/en/the-general-data-protection-regulation-what-the-new-eu-privacy-law-means-for-businesses#c205333
https://ec.europa.eu/info/law/better-regulation/have-your-say/initiatives/12239-EU-Strategy-on-victims-rights-2020-2024

A call for the selection of a new UN Rapporteur on Trafficking in Persons, especially Women and Children

has been published. Applications should be received by 15 April 2020. A new Rapporteur will be
appointed at the 44th session of the Human Rights Council, scheduled to take place from 15 June to 3 July
2020.

This will mark the conclusion of the mandate (now second term) of the current Rapporteur,
Ms. Maria Grazia Giammarinaro. She is planning to present one more thematic report
during her mandate. La Strada International would like to use this opportunity to already
thank Maria Grazia Giammarinaro for her personal commitment and critical voice during her
mandate and her general close cooperation with civil society, including La Strada

International and member organisations.

Elections for membership to the Committee on the Elimination of Discrimination against Women
(CEDAW) are foreseen for June 2020, when the 21 Meeting of the States Parties is planned. The
Committee is composed of 23 experts of ‘high moral standing and competence’ in the field covered by the
Convention on the Elimination of All Forms of Discrimination against Women. Eleven members will be
elected - out of 21 candidates - to replace those whose terms are due to expire on 31 e
December 2020.

The former Dutch Rapporteur on Trafficking in Human Beings, Mrs Corinne Dettmeijer is
one of the candidates and LSI supports her candidacy.

For NGOs that want to get involved in the process, IWRAW Asia Pacific has developed an
Introductory Guide on the CEDAW elections, including information on the timeline for the
2020 elections, regional representation among candidates, and information for NGOs.

In March 2020, the EU announced a #EU4FairWork campaign
which aims to tackle undeclared work. This campaign includes a
range of activities such as inspections in sectors at risk;
information sessions and visits to secondary schools and more. A
Week of Action planned to be part of the campaign was postponed
until further notice due to the Coronavirus.

In March our member FLEX in the UK published a new report, Worker-Driven Social Responsibility:
Exploring a New Model for Tackling Labour Abuse in Supply Chains. The report explores ‘worker-driven
social responsibility’ (WSR) as a tool for ensuring decent work for outsourced, subcontracted and
offshored workers and questions how it might work in different contexts. The WSR model seeks to
improve workers’ conditions by taking the lead from workers and their representative organisations in
setting the terms and conditions of employment.



https://www.labourexploitation.org/publications/worker-driven-social-responsibility-exploring-new-model-tackling-labour-abuse-supply
https://www.labourexploitation.org/publications/worker-driven-social-responsibility-exploring-new-model-tackling-labour-abuse-supply
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1496&langId=en
https://ec.europa.eu/social/main.jsp?catId=1496&langId=en
https://www.iwraw-ap.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/CEDAW-Committee-Elections-Guide-2020-1.pdf
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/CEDAW/Pages/Elections2020.aspx
https://www.ohchr.org/EN/HRBodies/HRC/SP/Pages/HRC44.aspx

In 2029 La Strada Ukraine published two new thematic publications, which are now available online in
English. The first publication is a research on the “Changing Roles in a Changing World: An Analysis of the
Role of CSOs in Combating Trafficking in Human Beings”. This research looks at the changes in the anti-
trafficking field, reviews strategic partnerships and the role of public associations of Ukraine, as well as

successes and challenges in preventing and combating trafficking in persons.

In addition, a translation is available of the Standard Operational Procedures of Counselling, Cooperation
and Support in cases of trafficking. These procedures were developed to ensure a unified approach to
organising social service - telephone consulting - in consideration of international standards and national
legislation as well as existing requirements and criterion to providing services to (presumed) trafficked
persons and at risk groups. Both publications have been developed within the project on “Advocacy for
strengthening the national anti-trafficking response and policy” supported by the International
Organization for Migration (IOM Ukraine) and funded by the Norwegian Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

On the 17 February, the Alliance for Corporate Transparency
Alliance fOI‘ launched a report on the basis of analysing information that

Corporate companies disclosed on their environmental and societal risks and

impacts following the requirements introduced by the EU Non-
Transparency

Financial Reporting Directive. 1000 companies were reviewed and
their data was analysed and placed in a database. Under the EU Non-Financial Reporting Directive, large

listed companies, banks and insurers in the EU are obliged to report information necessary to understand
their policies, risks and impacts on sustainability matters. Implementation of the Directive is poor and
more guidance for companies is needed, as well as monitoring, which has also been reported with the UK
Modern Slavery Act and the French Due Diligence Act.

" The research showed that only of the companies provided some information on their
human rights due diligence process (despite 82.8% reporting a human rights policy), while
of companies disclosed specific human rights risks facing them (out of 56.6% that acknowledge
the existence of such risks).

. reported on the actual impacts, and merely explained the outcomes of the
management of the risks, while 24.5% disclosed steps taken to monitor supply chain conditions
besides auditing.

= Only of the researched European companies provided information on corporate
engagement with workers and communities in mapping and/or addressing supply chain risks.

The research did not look specifically at issues of human trafficking, slavery or labour exploitation, but
there were indicators to look at the corporate engagement with workers and communities in mapping
and/or addressing supply chain risks. Human rights risks were a specific focus. For more information see
the full report.


https://allianceforcorporatetransparency.org/assets/2019_Research_Report%20_Alliance_for_Corporate_Transparency-7d9802a0c18c9f13017d686481bd2d6c6886fea6d9e9c7a5c3cfafea8a48b1c7.pdf
https://issuu.com/lastrada.ukraine/docs/_5_c___last_________?fbclid=IwAR2oKvOsxGnGAGAQfyOEkrc6zRkJar0rQN_EWZBQqW5M4GCVZ8bOnfvZK9s
https://issuu.com/lastrada.ukraine/docs/_5_c___last_________?fbclid=IwAR2oKvOsxGnGAGAQfyOEkrc6zRkJar0rQN_EWZBQqW5M4GCVZ8bOnfvZK9s
https://issuu.com/lastrada.ukraine/docs/_4_________________?fbclid=IwAR2pKmzGgv96H6Mvp3dDARdFiSsUIj7hiUk3LoTbCjwbn09LJcVc0gxTQA8
https://issuu.com/lastrada.ukraine/docs/_4_________________?fbclid=IwAR2pKmzGgv96H6Mvp3dDARdFiSsUIj7hiUk3LoTbCjwbn09LJcVc0gxTQA8
https://ec.europa.eu/info/business-economy-euro/company-reporting-and-auditing/company-reporting/non-financial-reporting_en
https://allianceforcorporatetransparency.org/assets/2019_Research_Report%20_Alliance_for_Corporate_Transparency-7d9802a0c18c9f13017d686481bd2d6c6886fea6d9e9c7a5c3cfafea8a48b1c7.pdf

In light of the 25™ Anniversary of the Beijing Declaration and Platform
for Action, the CSW Women's Rights Caucus, containing over 200
*“ ‘ Beijing organisations, has adopted the Feminist Declaration. This is an
' +25 alternative to the political declaration that outlines the steps necessary

to achieve gender equality. Twenty-five years after the adoption of the

Beijing Declaration and Platform for Action, the foundational global
document on gender equality, governments at an abbreviated session of the UN’s Commission on the
Status of Women (CSW) have reaffirmed a commitment to gender equality but according to leading
feminist groups and activists, fell short of committing to the transformative steps necessary to achieve
this vision.

Also related to the Beijing anniversary, the UN Women released a 28-Page Report reviewing the Beijing
Platform for Action. This report draws on the most comprehensive and participatory stock-taking exercise
ever undertaken on women’s rights, to which 170 countries contributed. It highlights gaps and
opportunities and proposes effective solutions. Also Human Rights Watch called on governments to fulfil
women'’s rights pledges. Whilst HRW acknowledges some progress has been made, it highlights that “We
are still far from realizing the vision put forward in Beijing.” Read more here.

In February 2020, the International Organization for Migration (IOM)

launched a new suite of publications to support the identification

IOM HANDBOOK

. of vulnerabilities associated with migration and improve the
X\) protection and assistance available to migrants.

/-\,f”\' These tools are meant to assist policymakers and practitioners by

laying out Operational direction on providing protection and assistance to migrants vulnerable to, or who
have been subject to, violence, exploitation and abuse. The tools were produced within the framework of
the Global Action Against Trafficking in Persons and Smuggling of Migrants (GLO.ACT), a joint initiative
implemented by UNODC in partnership with IOM and UNICEF.

WAVE, the Women Against Violence Europe network, celebrated its 25%
anniversary last year and recently published a report on the situation of women'’s
specialist support services in Europe. The report highlights clear gaps in shelter
(and bed) capacities and highlights that only 5 out of 46 countries meet the
Istanbul Convention’s minimum standard.

WAVE urges States to provide more financial support and to work with women'’s
NGOs in order to improve and increase service provision to meet demand, and to REPORT
ensure that preventive work is based on awareness raising and education around 2[]

early intervention and recognition of violence.


https://www.wave-network.org/wp-content/uploads/WAVE_CR_200123_web.pdf
https://www.iom.int/assistance-vulnerable-migrants?utm_source=IOM+External+Mailing+List&utm_campaign=0933833f4d-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2020_02_20_09_16&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_9968056566-0933833f4d-43607913
https://www.hrw.org/news/2020/03/06/governments-should-fulfill-womens-rights-pledges
https://www.unwomen.org/-/media/headquarters/attachments/sections/library/publications/2020/gender-equality-womens-rights-in-review-en.pdf?la=en&vs=934
http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001SF__Ua8y76W-B0jy6CDKY6KVvgVCXYKoS_-FSSZQWTWgMM-QZHVBXUk0PhVb3qb0MDuzWk5AYWqA4DpAqPP22FT0IErRIqHmI1l0UrSlp29iPXdmEM6QTyWhumejLkTJLze0mkG017tK_8rdawTQTKmvBN5kulgo5WKCk4jiiM-mih6axiWQrHkrz26fYSDJ0qtlzrzYgK_cahamd4pP1y8bVxKSWFsaBlME_3tcmDM=&c=KPhplkovAXo970I7LHtsIu8RYfyoPTv9DDDiRCSgZMr-CHBVFnl6oQ==&ch=zd6W_--9pJIiMiNtsywhETgjHswnZsJ-PdAl-3YhwULwcC17mwuyKA==
https://www.unodc.org/unodc/en/human-trafficking/glo-act/index.html

The OHCHR released a 28-page report: Protection of Victims of Sexual Violence: Lessons Learned drawing
lessons from workshops with the aim to understand how to ensure victims are protected effectively in
fragile and complex contexts with limited capacity and resources such as conflict situations. The
workshops covered topics including: implementing a victim-centred approach, protecting the victim's
identity, protecting the victim from psychological harm, combatting stigmatisation, promoting a holistic
approach to protection and funding of protection programs. It concludes with some of the following
points: = Efforts to address stigma must be coordinated with other efforts aimed at enhancing victim
protection before, during and after judicial proceedings; = There is a need for a holistic approach to
protect victims of sexual violence including strategic intervention to address the different levels of
interventions and different forms of harm. = Sexual violence against men is often neglected and requires
specific interventions that take into account the differentiated needs of men and boys.

ICMPD released its Migration Outlook 2020. This report provides a brief analysis of

migration and policy trends in the coming year and an outlook on developments and

events for which to watch out. The key priorities include:

1. Irregular migration as the main theme of the European debate; 2. Secondary movements

towards Europe; 3. The migration situation in Turkey and Greece; 4. The new EU Pact on
Hr Migration and Asylum and 5. Brexit and the status on EU and UK migrants.

The UN has released their 2019 Sustainable Development Goals Report. This 66 page DEGENT WORK AND
SDG report applauds some of the progress that has been made including the decline ECONOMIC GROWTH
in extreme poverty and increased policy action supporting sustainable consumption
and production. It looks at the required action to achieve the 2030 goals highlighting
areas that can drive progress across all 17 SDGs such as sustainable and inclusive
economies; more effective institutions; local action; better use of data; and
harnessing science, technology and innovation with a greater focus on digital transformation.

The Expert Council on NGO Law has just published a study looking at the situation of non-governmental
organisations (NGOs) carrying out humanitarian assistance and related work in support of refugees and
other migrants in Council of Europe (CoE) Member States, and the extent to which criminal law and its
enforcement impact on legitimate NGO activity.

The study finds that laws criminalising NGO activity, and the enforcement of such laws, impact
significantly on legitimate NGO activity, negatively affecting freedom of association and related human
rights. The laws themselves are vague and lack legal certainty in their application and the limitations
placed on lawful NGO activities are often neither necessary nor proportionate. The Expert Council on NGO
Law is preparing guidelines based on this study to help CoE Member States ensure that their law and
practice when taking action against trafficking, smuggling and border control is consistent with applicable
European standards governing freedom of association and the rights of NGOs.


https://www.un.org/sustainabledevelopment/progress-report/
https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/report/2019/The-Sustainable-Development-Goals-Report-2019.pdf
http://subscriptions.icmpd.org/c/45596273/231d831a37e6-q54eod
https://rm.coe.int/expert-council-conf-exp-2019-1-criminal-law-ngo-restrictions-migration/1680996969
https://www.ohchr.org/Documents/Issues/Women/WRGS/ReportLessonsLearned.pdf

216 organisations, including La Strada International and several of our members, working to support
refugees and migrants providing services and defending their rights in Europe and worldwide, sent a letter
to Commissioner Johansson of DG Migration and Home to request a formal consultation as part of the
development of the Migration and Asylum Pact and forthcoming proposals in accordance with Article 11
of the Treaty of the European Union. In 2016, the consultations were limited because of the urgency
dictated by the so-called refugee crisis. Now that this sense of urgency no longer exists, the signing

organisations believe there is an opportunity to build a comprehensive, sustainable EU migration and
asylum policy.

The Anti-Trafficking Review has launched a call for papers on
trafficﬂpntqi = o the theme ‘Trafficking in Minors’. This ATR issue will explore
reVI ew = -: how the phenomenon of trafficking in minors empirically
manifests itself, how it is discursively constructed in different
countries, and how it is reacted to, both in an ideological sense and in terms of law enforcement and child

welfare considerations. The deadline for submissions is 1 June 2020.

Labourrights, now!

ICRSE, the International Committee of the Rights of Sex Workers in Europe
launched a campaign website expressing support for sex workers’ right to self- ?

determination and the recognition of sex work as work. On the site (ex) sex :
workers from diverse backgrounds from Ukraine, France, Germany, Norway and \ '
Romania tell their stories of grassroots activism, accompanied by social media £ ‘

visuals and a short animation. Earlier ICRSE also published an Intersectional

Activism Toolkit for sex workers and allies. This toolkit, based on ICRSE'’s five Intersection Briefing Papers
published between 2015 and 2017, aims to help sex workers explore the intersections of sex workers’
rights with other rights such as those connected with LGBTQ people, women, workers, migrants and
health and raise awareness of our common struggles.

The FAIRCOM project aims to contribute to justice for victims of sexual crimes in the European Union by

improving the possibilities for obtaining compensation. The Project involves 6 Partners from 5 European
countries (Spain, Italy, Netherlands, Latvia, Greece) with a complementary mix of skills, knowledge and
expertise in the field of victim of sexual crimes and compensation. The project announced a new website
and published its e-book: Fair and Appropriate? Compensation of Victims of Sexual Violence in EU
Member States: Greece, Italy, Latvia, the Netherlands and Spain.



http://campaign.r20.constantcontact.com/render?m=1102430271427&ca=5a8d4f26-594f-4088-93c3-2b790decff77
https://sexualviolencejustice.eu/compensation-of-victims-of-sexual-violence-in-eu-member-states-greece-italy-latvia-the-netherlands-and-spain/
https://sexualviolencejustice.eu/compensation-of-victims-of-sexual-violence-in-eu-member-states-greece-italy-latvia-the-netherlands-and-spain/
https://sexualviolencejustice.eu/
https://sexualviolencejustice.eu/team-faircom-project/
http://www.sexworkeurope.org/sites/default/files/userfiles/files/ICRSE_Intersectional_Activism_Toolkit_final.pdf
http://www.sexworkeurope.org/sites/default/files/userfiles/files/ICRSE_Intersectional_Activism_Toolkit_final.pdf
http://www.sexworkeurope.org/sites/default/files/userfiles/files/ICRSE_Intersectional_Activism_Toolkit_final.pdf
http://www.sexworkeurope.org/sites/default/files/userfiles/files/ICRSE_Intersectional_Activism_Toolkit_final.pdf
https://feministsforsexworkers.com/
http://lastradainternational.org/doc-center/3347/letter-consultation-on-migration-to-the-commissioner-johansson?fbclid=IwAR0DbnIrOdPvJa6-04DKOSdixRjBA5BUP4UJigDDmbdKJ0WKcF9h1Tq0t3g

Clean Clothes Campaign, Human Rights Watch and the International Labor

Rights Forum have launched their online campaign #GoTransparent to

pressure brands who are still keeping their supply chains secret. This denies C|eal1
their workers the opportunity to report violations directly. The organisations CIOthes
ask consumers to call on brands and retailers to support workers by campaign
publishing a list of all factories that make their products. See more on the

CCC website and read this full report. =

The online HUDOC-GREVIO database gives access to all baseline evaluation reports,
Government comments and Recommendations of the Committee of the Parties of
GREVIO. GREVIO is the independent expert body responsible for monitoring the
CONSER DELELROFE implementation of the Council of Europe Convention on Preventing and Combating

COUNCIL OF EUROPE

Violence against Women and Domestic Violence (Istanbul Convention) by the Parties. In
general, the HUDOC database provides access to the case-law of the European Court of Human Rights
(Grand Chamber, Chamber and Committee judgments and decisions*, communicated cases, advisory
opinions and legal summaries from the Case-Law Information Note), the European Commission of Human
Rights (decisions and reports) and the Committee of Ministers (resolutions). Further information on
HUDOC is available on the HUDOC website of the European Court of Human Rights.

The European Commission has opened consultations with civil society organisations and rights defenders
to inform its work on the upcoming Strategy on the application of the EU Charter of Fundamental Rights.
The consultation period will be open until 28 April 2020. The results will inform the work on the Charter
Strategy, which will be adopted in autumn 2020. A dedicated questionnaire is available by following this
link. If your organisation has a dedicated Charter approach/policy/strategy/paper, you are kindly invited
to share it by emailing frp@fra.europa.eu

¢ 8-9 June 2020 - LSI board meeting, Vienna Austria

* 15 June - 3 July 2020 - 44" Human Rights Council session - appointment new UN Special
Rapporteur on Trafficking in Human Beings

= 30 July 2020 - UN World Day against Human Trafficking

= 20-21 August 2020, International Conference on Human Trafficking, Slavery and Exploitation,
London, UK

= 23 August 2020- International Day for Remembrance of the Slave Trade and its Abolition

e 15 September 2020 - 25" Anniversary La Strada - start of social media visibility

e 15 September 2020 - 25t Anniversary of La Strada Poland



https://waset.org/human-trafficking-slavery-and-exploitation-conference-in-august-2020-in-london
https://hudoc.grevio.coe.int/
https://www.echr.coe.int/Pages/home.aspx?p=caselaw/HUDOC&c=
https://cleanclothes.org/file-repository/garment_industry_brochure_dec_2019-1.pdf/view
https://cleanclothes.org/campaigns/gotransparent
https://www.hrw.org/GoTransparent
mailto:frp@fra.europa.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/CharterStrategyConsultation2020CivilSocietyRightsDefenders
https://cleanclothes.org/

24-25 September 2020 - NGO Platform Meeting National NGOs - EU practices to national civil
society groups - 20 Anniversary Open Gate

18 October 2020 - EU Anti-Trafficking Day (German presidency)

27-29 October 2020 - LSI's NGO Platform meeting and celebration of LSI' 25 anniversary,
Amsterdam, the Netherlands

Several NGO partners in the field raised over the last few days concerns about the vulnerable
position of undocumented workers.

TAMPEP launched a statement of recommendations to National Governments and is collecting

information on the consequences of the situation for migrant sex workers across the region. Also

ICRSE published a separate statement to raise concern about the vulnerable position of sex
workers. ICRSE also created a list of initiatives started by sex work organizations to collect funds
on behalf of the community.

PICUM raised its concern with a statement about the position of undocumented workers. To raise
attention about the alarming situation in the Greek refugee camp Moria in relation to the Covid-
19 pandemic, around 10,000 health professionals are calling upon European governments to take
action.

Furthermore, EFFAT, the European Federation of Food Agriculture and Tourism Trade Unions has
sent a letter to the European Commission about agrifood workers including among others, a
recommendation to regularise undocumented workers.

ITUC's first update on their Global COVID-19 Survey shows devastating impacts of pandemic on

working people and that the early responses of many governments have been inadequate to
protect working people and their families. The recent New ITUC analysis of government responses

from 69 countries to the COVID-19 pandemic has identified 12 governments which are putting
people first as they tackle the economic fallout from lock down measures to stem the spread of
the virus. ITUC has identified five demands which will have the most direct impact on working
people - paid sick leave, wage support and income support for freelancers, self-employed
workers, gig economy workers, as well as loan relief for rent or mortgage payments and free
health care.

Also governmental actors have raised concern. ILO urged for three key measures: to protect
workers in the workplace, stimulate the economy and employment, and support jobs and
incomes. The Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) is undertaking a rapid research exercise on the

impact of responses to the Coronavirus with respect to people’s fundamental rights - such as
freedom of movement and assembly. The research covers all EU Member States, and the results
will be published in the 2" week of April 2020.


https://www.ituc-csi.org/IMG/pdf/20200327_ituc_covid-19_countryresponses_.pdf
https://www.effat.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19-Outbreak-Workers-in-agriculture-and-food-production-deserve-better-protection-final.pdf
https://tampep.eu/migrant-sex-workers-rights-in-light-o-coronovirus/
https://fra.europa.eu/en/project/2020/coronavirus-disease-covid-19-outbreak-eu-impact-fundamental-rights
http://sdg.iisd.org/news/protect-workers-from-health-risks-support-incomes-ilo-urges-early-action-on-covid-19/?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=SDG%20Update%20-%2025%20March%202020&utm_content=SDG%20Update%20-%2025%20March%202020+CID_bcb017d3342a1d3235b3db36c0b86675&utm_source=cm&utm_term=Read
https://www.ituc-csi.org/ituc-global-covid-19-survey?lang=en
https://en.sosmoria.eu/
https://picum.org/wp-content/uploads/2020/03/COVID-19-Statement-March-2020.pdf
http://www.sexworkeurope.org/news/news-region/covid-19-sex-workers-need-immediate-financial-support-and-protection
https://tampep.eu/regional-updates-covid-19-migrant-sex-workers-and-sex-worker-responses/
https://www.sexworkeurope.org/news/news-region/sex-workers-europe-set-emergency-fundraisers-provide-food-and-shelter-community
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